
        
 

 

Panel Briefing for the Emirates Green Building Council 2025 Annual Congress: Mission to 1.5C: Be 
Bold on Buildings  

Congress Overview:   

In recognition of the urgency of the climate crisis and in line with the release of the UAE Third Nationally 
Determined Contribution (NDC 3.0) in November 2024 and the Global Green Building Council 
network calls on governments to be bold on buildings at COP29, the congress will bring together 
regulators, industry and academia to explore and discuss how to accelerate actions towards achieving 
the 1.5oC.  

Panel Overview:  

Title: 5 Years To The Building Breakthrough  

Date: 22nd of May  

Time: 1:35pm – 2:25pm 

Location: Crowne Plaza, Yas Island  

Main Idea: To discuss how the global Buildings Breakthrough target can move from ambition to action 
through design, policy, technology, and industry-wide transformation. 

Objective:   

1. Discuss what it means for new buildings to be net zero in operation by 2030 and existing 
buildings by 2050, and how to achieve this.  

 
Conversation will cover:  

● Near zero emissions buildings  
● Standards uplifting  
● Energy performance of buildings  
● Innovative technologies as enablers  
 

Expected Outcome:  

● Clear understanding of the implications of the Building Breakthrough.   
● Practical strategies and opportunities for implementation  

 

https://worldgbc.org/article/global-gbc-network-calls-on-governments-to-be-bold-on-buildings-at-cop29/
https://worldgbc.org/article/global-gbc-network-calls-on-governments-to-be-bold-on-buildings-at-cop29/


        
 

 

Speaker Profiles:  

Moderator:  

Mario Saab, Head of Sustainability MENA, Cundall 

Panelists:  

1. Real Estate Developer - Dr. Ioannis Spanos, Vice Chair of Sustainability, Expo City Dubai 
2. Design Firm: Sanjeev Coelho, Project Manager at HOK 
3. Quentin Perret, Sustainable Development Counsellor, Embassy of France, UAE 
4. Consultant and Contractor: Tushant Suri, Associate Director – Responsible Business, Mace 
 

Session Flow (45 minutes) 

Segment Time 

Moderator Welcome & Intro 5 mins 

Round 1 – Targeted Questions 14 mins 

Round 2 – Targeted Questions 14 mins 

Unified Closing Question 4 mins 

Audience Q&A   8 mins 

 

Flow 

Moderator Opening (5 mins) 

Good afternoon, everyone. As we near the close of the EmiratesGBC Annual Congress under the theme 
Mission to 1.5°C – Be Bold on Buildings, this session brings us to a defining challenge: the Building 
Breakthrough.  

Moderator introduces himself. 

Welcome to today’s panel discussion titled “5 Years to the Building Breakthrough.” 

In December 2023 at COP28, the global Buildings Breakthrough was launched with a bold but essential 
aim: 
“Making near-zero emission and climate-resilient buildings the new normal by 2030.” 



        
 

 

This ambition sets a clear trajectory—not only for new buildings to achieve net zero operational 
emissions by 2030, but also for existing buildings to follow by 2050. As we gather here in the UAE, a 
region marked by both rapid urban development and bold sustainability leadership, the question isn’t if 
we can reach these targets—but how. 

Our conversation today will explore the policy, technical, and market transformations needed to enable 
this breakthrough. We’ll unpack the meaning of near-zero emissions in practice, discuss evolving 
building standards, consider how performance can be measured and improved, and look at the role of 
innovative technologies in accelerating impact. 

I’m joined by four outstanding panelists who bring deep experience from architecture, construction, 
sustainable development, and city-scale implementation.  

Please join me in welcoming them: 

• Dr. Ioannis Spanos, Vice Chair of Sustainability, Expo City Dubai 
• Sanjeev Coelho, Project Manager, HOK 
• Quentin Perret, Sustainable Development Counsellor, Embassy of France, UAE 
• Tushant Suri, Associate Director – Responsible Business, Mace 

Let’s dive right in. 

Round 1 – Targeted Questions (14 mins | 3.5 mins per speaker) 

• Sanjeev Coelho: Which design decisions made today are most critical to ensuring buildings meet 
operational net-zero standards by 2030 — and how can architects take greater ownership in 
driving that alignment across the project lifecycle? 

• Dr. Ioannis Spanos: What are the most replicable actions Expo City has taken to deliver net 
zero-ready assets today — and which of these do you believe other developers in the region 
should prioritize to accelerate their own transition? 

• Tushant Suri: If we’re to meet the UAE’s 2050 target for existing buildings, what retrofit and 
construction delivery practices need to evolve now and what encouraging signs of progress are 
you already seeing on the ground? 

• Quentin Perret: France has taken on a co-leadership role in the Buildings Breakthrough initiative; 
How can international diplomacy and climate agreements help fast-track the UAE alignment with 
the Building Breakthrough and the regional adoption of net-zero building policies and 
technologies? 



        
 

 

Round 2 – Targeted Questions (14 mins | 3.5 mins per speaker) 

• Sanjeev Coelho: We often talk about systems and tech, but how do we design for behavior? 
What role does architectural design play in nudging users toward low-carbon living and 
operational efficiency? 

• Tushant Suri: As the UAE moves toward adopting a national green building taxonomy, how might 
this reshape delivery practices and material choices to better support the Buildings Breakthrough 
goal of near-zero operational emissions by 2030—and what role can contractors play in driving 
that shift? 

• Dr. Ioannis Spanos: How can developers lead the integration of performance-based design, 
procurement, and operation to ensure lifecycle alignment with national targets? 

• Quentin Perret: Many countries are experimenting with embodied carbon regulation, building 
passports, and performance-linked incentives. What policy levers do you see as game changers 
for the next 5 years?” 
 

Unified Closing Question (4 mins) 
What is one bold, specific action your sector must take in the next 12 months to stay on track for the 
2030 target? 
(One sentence each) 

Audience Q&A (8 mins) 
Open the floor to audience questions. 


