
        
 

 

Panel 5 Briefing for the Emirates Green Building Council 2025 Annual Congress: Mission to 

1.5C: Be Bold on Buildings  

Congress Overview:   

In recognition of the urgency of the climate crisis and in line with the release of the UAE Third 

Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC 3.0) in November 2024 and the Global Green 

Building Council network calls on governments to be bold on buildings at COP29, the congress 

will bring together regulators, industry and academia to explore and discuss how to accelerate 

actions towards achieving the 1.5oC.  

Panel 5 Overview:  

Title: Resilient and Climate Responsive Built Environment Components and Metrics 

Date: 22nd of May 

Time: 11:15 – 11:50   

Location: Abu Dhabi, Crowne Plaza, Yas Island  

Main Idea: To discuss the resilient (climate responsive) built environment components and 

metrics.  

Objective:   

1. Discuss strategies to enhance urban resilience, including resource efficiency, 

material selection, and human health considerations.  

 

Conversation will cover:  

● Integrating resilience and adaptation into policies and programs of the building 

sector. 

● Nature based solutions. 

● Innovative urban planning and architectural designs. 

 

Expected Outcome:  

● A comprehensive view on planning cities for resilience and sustainability.  

  

https://worldgbc.org/article/global-gbc-network-calls-on-governments-to-be-bold-on-buildings-at-cop29/
https://worldgbc.org/article/global-gbc-network-calls-on-governments-to-be-bold-on-buildings-at-cop29/


        
 

 

Speaker Profiles:  

Moderator:  

Consultant : Balsam Nehme, Partner, Director of Sustainability, Dar 

Panelists:  

1. Infrastructure Expert: Eirini Matsouki, Principal, Parsons Corporation 

2. Consultant: Vash Singh, Sustainability Director, KEO 

3. Operations: Muna Al Nahdi, Director - Sustainability & Consultancy, Farnek 

4. Technology Solution Provider: Yasser Ahmed, VP Digital Energy, Schneider Electric 

 

Session Flow (45 minutes) 

Segment Time 

Moderator Welcome & Intro 4 mins 

Round 1 – Targeted Questions 12 mins 

Round 2 – Targeted Questions 12 mins 

Unified Closing Question 4 mins 

Audience Q&A   3 mins 

 

Flow 

Moderator Opening (4 mins) 

Good morning, everyone, and welcome to Panel 5 of the EmiratesGBC Annual Congress 2025. 

We are excited to continue these crucial conversations. 

Moderator introduces herself. 

the UAE intensifies its climate adaptation strategies through the National Adaptation Plan, 

resilience in the built environment has become a national priority. Today, we unpack how 

infrastructure, consulting, operations, and digital technologies can all contribute to climate-

responsive developmentToday, we will explore how infrastructure, operations, materials, 



        
 

 

technologies, and urban design can work together to create built environments that withstand 

shocks and support long-term sustainability and human wellbeing. 

Please join me in welcoming our esteemed panelists: 

• Eirini Matsouki, Principal, Parsons Corporation 

• Vash Singh, Sustainability Director, KEO 

• Muna Al Nahdi, Director – Sustainability & Consultancy, Farnek 

• Yasser Ahmed, Vice President, Digital Energy, Schneider Electric 

Round 1 – Targeted Questions (12 mins | 3 mins per speaker) 

• Eirini Matsouki: What are some innovative approaches, locally or globally, for building 

or retrofitting roads and bridges using materials or design strategies that enhance their 

resilience throughout their lifecycle? 

• Vash Singh: The UAE’s National Adaptation Plan identifies the built environment as a 

key area needing targeted responses to climate risks. How are these priorities reflected 

in your design review processes and material recommendations? 

• Muna Al Nahdi: What operational strategies can improve building adaptability during 

climate stresses? 

• Yasser Ahmed: How can digital energy solutions and smart technologies advance 

resilience, and what metrics are we measuring? 

 

Round 2 – Targeted Questions (12 mins | 3 mins per speaker) 

• Eirini Matsouki: How should we rethink resilience in infrastructure planning? 

● Vash Singh: What are the real-world trade-offs between designing for resilience and 

constraints like cost, density, or speed? 

• Muna Al Nahdi: How can building operations teams be better equipped to anticipate 

and respond to climate-related disruptions? 

• Yasser Ahmed: What role does real-time data play in helping cities monitor, manage, 

and future-proof their critical infrastructure systems? 

 

Unified Closing Question (4 mins) 

What is one policy you believe can make a real difference in being bold on buildings and 



        
 

 

securing resilience? 

(One sentence each) 

Audience Q&A (8 mins) 

Open the floor to audience questions or select from prepared ones. 


